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BC HOME 
AND STRATA 

INSURANCE TIPS 
FOR WILDFIRES



1. Coverage for Wildfires: Standard homeowners’ insurance policies typically include coverage 
for fire damage, which includes damage caused by wildfires. However, it’s essential to review 
your policy to ensure that wildfire damage is explicitly covered, as policies can vary. 

2. Home Inventory: Maintain an accurate inventory of your possessions, including photographs 
and documentation. This will be invaluable in case you need to file a claim for wildfire 
damage. 

3. Understand Policy Limits: Check the limits of coverage for your dwelling, personal belongings, 
and additional living expenses. If you live in an area prone to wildfires, you might want to 
consider higher coverage limits to ensure you’re adequately protected. 

4. Deductibles: Understand the deductible you’ll need to pay before your insurance coverage 
kicks in. Some insurance companies in wildfire-prone areas might have separate, higher 
deductibles for wildfire-related claims. 

5. Mitigation Measures: Some insurance companies might offer discounts if you take proactive 
measures to mitigate wildfire risk, such as clearing vegetation around your property, using 
fire-resistant materials in construction, or installing fire-resistant roofing. 

6. Emergency Preparedness: Create an emergency plan for your family and ensure you have the 
necessary supplies and documents ready to go in case of evacuation. 

7. Additional Coverage: Depending on your location and the specific risks in your area, you 
might want to consider additional coverage options, such as “guaranteed replacement cost” 
coverage, which covers the full cost of rebuilding your home even if it exceeds your policy 
limit. 

8. Communication with Insurer: If you’re concerned about wildfires, it’s a good idea to have a 
conversation with your insurance provider to discuss your coverage in detail. They can help 
you understand the specifics of your policy and any additional steps you can take to protect 
your property.

Homeowners in British Columbia, Canada, should be particularly aware of the risk of wildfires 
due to the province’s geography and climate. Wildfires can cause significant damage to homes 
and properties, making it essential to have appropriate insurance coverage. 

Remember that insurance policies can change, and new policies might have been introduced 
since my last update. It’s crucial to stay in touch with your insurance provider and keep up-to-date 
on any changes in regulations or coverage options related to wildfires in British Columbia.



1. Strata Corporation’s Responsibility: The strata corporation is responsible for insuring common 
property areas, including the building’s exterior, hallways, elevators, and other shared 
spaces. This insurance typically includes coverage for fire damage, which includes damage 
caused by wildfires. 

2. Review Strata Policy: Review the strata corporation’s insurance policy to ensure that it 
explicitly covers wildfire damage. Policies can vary, so it’s important to verify that the 
coverage aligns with the risks in your area. 

3. Individual Unit Owners’ Coverage: Unit owners are generally responsible for insuring the 
contents of their units and any improvements they’ve made to their units. However, it’s 
important to note that individual unit owners’ insurance does not usually cover damage to the 
building’s structure or common property caused by wildfires. 

4. Deductibles: Strata insurance policies might have deductibles for claims related to fire 
damage, including wildfires. These deductibles can vary, and it’s important to understand who 
is responsible for paying them—the strata corporation or individual unit owners. 

5. Loss Assessments: In the event of significant damage caused by wildfires, the strata 
corporation might need to conduct repairs and renovations to the common property areas. 
If the insurance coverage is insufficient to cover these costs, unit owners could be asked to 
contribute to cover a portion of the expenses. This is known as a “loss assessment.” 

6. Additional Coverage: Depending on the location of the strata property and the wildfire risks, 
the strata corporation might want to consider additional coverage options to ensure they have 
adequate protection against wildfires and their potential consequences. 

7. Emergency Preparedness: The strata corporation should have an emergency preparedness 
plan in place to ensure the safety of residents in the event of a wildfire threat. This plan should 
include evacuation procedures and communication protocols. 

8. Consult Insurance Professionals: Given the complexity of strata insurance and the potential 
risks of wildfires, it’s advisable for strata corporations to consult with insurance professionals 
who specialize in strata insurance and understand the unique needs of multi-unit properties.

Strata corporations in British Columbia should also be aware of the risks posed by wildfires and 
ensure that their properties are adequately insured. Strata insurance covers common property 
areas and shared liabilities in multi-unit properties like condominiums and townhouses. Here’s 
what you should know about British Columbia Strata Insurance for wildfires:

It’s important for strata corporations to stay informed about any changes in insurance 
regulations, coverage options, and wildfire mitigation measures. Working closely with 
insurance providers and professionals will help strata corporations ensure that their properties 
and residents are adequately protected in the event of a wildfire.
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